The Royalist Capital

New College School, he became familiar with the
aspect of old Oxford as it was before the changes
wrought by the siege, and he was able to transcribe
into his notebooks many old inscriptions and memorials
just before a period of wanton destruction. When the
war broke out there was much ado to prevent his eldest
brother, a student at Christ Church, from donning the
armour with which his father decked out the man-
servant. The New College boys grew soldier-struck
as they gazed from their school in the cloister upon
the train-bands drilling in the quadrangle. They
were presently turned out of their school to make
room for the munitions of war.

But I have no space to write of the vicissitudes of
"A. W.V life; of the fate which befell his
biographies of Oxford writers ; of his quarrels with
the learned, pious, masterful Dean Fell, that staunch
Royalistl and stern disciplinarian of whom every child
learns to lisp in numbers:

" I do not like thee, Dr Fell;
The reason why I cannot tell.
But only this I know full well,
1 do not like thee, Dr Fell."

The first step taken for the "reformation3* of
Oxford was a Parliamentary order {July 1646) sus-
pending elections in the University and colleges, and
forbidding the granting or renewing of leases. The
University petitioned Fairfax to obtain the recall of
this order, on the ground that it was contrary to the
Articles of Surrender. The prohibition was not
enforced. But the condition of the University was
deplorable. The quadrangles were empty, the courts
overgrown with grass. Scholars ceased to come up,
and those who were in residence were utterly

1 He had fought for King Charles when a student of
Christ Church.
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